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70 years from that special summer… 
 
70 years after the beginning of a period of particular light lived by Chiara Lubich, 
founder of the Focolare Movement, a cultural event was held on Tuesday 16 July 
in the Transacqua church, in the Primiero Valley (Dolomites, Italy). The event 
was promoted by the "Abbà School", the Focolare Centre of interdisciplinary 
study, within the framework of the European Mariapolis, held in Tonadico until 
11 August. 
 
From the title "RE-COR-DARI – Key-word on the pathway of the “Soul", the show 
focused on the summer of 1949, with songs, music and Chiara Lubich's words telling 
her mystical experience of contemplation of the divine reality, together with other 
protagonists, the first focolare members who shared with her that precious period. This 
profound spiritual experience began on July 16, 1949 in Tonadico. She describes it 
later as the "Paradise of 49". It is in that period that the first group of the Movement 
acquires full understanding of the charism of unity and of the Opera that would be born 
from then. 

S.E. Mons. Lauro Tisi, Archbishop of Trento, attended the event, presiding the mass 
concelebrated by Jesùs Moran, co-president of the Focolare Movement, together with 
the Irish bishop Brendan Leahy. Another distinguished guest was the Metropolitan 
Gennadios Zervos, Orthodox Archbishop of Italy and Malta. His Eminence Gennadios 
participated two days in the European Mariapolis. He emphasized the profound 
relationship among the Patriarch of Constantinople Atenagoras and Chiara Lubich; and 
of the role she played between the Patriarch and Pope Paul VI. Archbishop Tisi 
thanked the Focolare Movement for its fruitful contribution to the Church. 

A Mariapolis at full speed! 

Started on July 14th, the 2019 European Mariapolis, which takes place around the 
Primiero Valley, has now taken its rhythm! Numerous programs for adults and children, 
trips and excursions and workshops, as well as moments of study and spirituality fill 
up the days. Tonadico and the whole valley from 14 July to 11 August 2019 will host 
more than 2650 people from 38 countries all over Europe. They are of 35 different 
languages! 
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Chiara Lubich, a stable and strong bridge between the Churches of the East and 
the West 
 
Greeting the participants, the orthodox Metropolitan Gennadios emphasized the new 
atmosphere that has been reigning for decades between Catholics and Orthodox, with Chiara 
Lubich as protagonist: "Everything for her was love, prayer, patience, humility, God“, he 
underlined. "Our Chiara Lubich was truly a stable and strong bridge between the two leaders 
of the Churches of the East and of the West; (...) they went as far as believing in a single 
Church and in a single chalice. Chiara has become a great apostle of unity”. 
 
His Eminence Gennadios then expressed the desire to build in Trento, Chiara's birthplace, a 
center that symbolizes this bond between Chiara Lubich and the Patriarchate of 
Constantinople in uniting these two worlds. The Archbishop of Trento, S.E. Mons.Tisi 
responded positively, stating that the centenary of the birth of Chiara Lubich that will take place 
in Trento in 2020 with many events will be the occasion to explore the realization of this project. 
 
The Metropolitan Gennadios then conferred a gold medal to Msgr. Piero Coda, Dean of the 
Sophia University Institute in Loppiano, featuring the unique character of the International 
ecumenical Chair Athenagoras-Chiara Lubich of the Institute, with its importance for the 
ecumenical world. Depicted on one side of the medal is the Patriarch Atenagoras together with 
Pope Paul VI, and on the other side Pope Francis with Patriarch Bartholomew. 

 

A Mariapolis (City of Mary), is a gathering where the citizens of a temporary ‘town’ try to build a 
new type of human society based on the relationships in a family - fraternity and mutual respect, 
as they holiday together. It is open to people of all faiths, backgrounds and ethnicities. 
 
The first Mariapolis took place in the Primiero valley (Dolomites, Italy) in the years following the 
Second World War. 

 
Information for the media:  

• The Media Office is located throughout the month on the ground floor of the Hotel Majestic, 
in San Martino di Castrozza, in front of the large tent where the three main moments of the 
programme will take place every week (Monday, Thursday and Saturday). 

• Updated news and images will be published on the European Mariapolis Facebook 
page: www.facebook.com/mariapoli.europea 

• For pictures of the European Mariapolis, please contact the Media Office 
(media@europeanmariapolis.org). 
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All information on the website www.europeanmariapolis.org 

and on the Facebook page:  www.facebook.com/mariapoli.europea 
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